. PERMANOVA and pairwise output to test differences among areas in OM, meiofaunal and nematode variables. Table S2 . Results of PERMANOVA main test to test differences between alternative states and sites in OM, meiofaunal and nematode variables. Table S3 . Results of DistLM forward carried out to ascertain the role of different environmental variables (OM quantity, biochemical composition and nutritional quality) on meiofaunal abundance, biomass, richness of taxa and nematode species richness. F=F statistic; *** = P < 0.001; ** = P < 0.01; * = P < 0.05; ns = not significant. 
. PERMANOVA and pairwise output to test differences among Areas in OM biochemical compounds contents and biochemical composition (a), meiofaunal abundance, biomass and taxonomic composition (b) and nematode species composition (c). df=degree of freedom, MS=means of squares; F= variance ratio, P= significance level, ns=not significant, *=P<0.05, **=P<0.01, ***=P<0.001, Min=Minorca, Sar=Sardinia, Tus=Tuscany, Sic=Sicily, Cro=Croatia and Mon=Montenegro. statistic; *** = P < 0.001; ** = P < 0.01; * = P < 0.05; ns = not significant. Protein fraction of BPC
